Celebrating the life of

Rodger Joseph Garfinkle passed away peacefully at his home in

p Alameda on February 27, 2020. Born on September 5, 1966, Rodger was a
ROdger Joseph G arﬁ N k I € lifelong activist, dedicated husband, father, teacher, and coach.
September 5, 1966 - February 27,2020 Rodger was the first grandchild on both sides of his family and the

fearless leader of his cousins and siblings in countless adventures and
discoveries. His talents with games and sports emerged early, as he took
on his uncles and great-uncles in chess at age 5 and won countless
trophies at the Lair of the Bear family camp and Lafayette-Moraga Youth
Association sports leagues throughout his childhood. He was a self-taught
early-adopter in diverse cultural arenas, including Apple computers, heavy-
metal music, and radical economics. His analytical skills and his refusal to
conform to academic expectations were equally legendary, as he always
seemed to ace his tests without completing bothersome homework, both
at Acalanes High School and the University of California, Berkeley.

From an early age he blended his love of the water, fitness, and
adventure with his commitment to serving others. As a high school student
he volunteered to guide white water rafting trips for inner city youth, an
experience that inspired his career in education. He and his wife, Linda
Lee, were pivotal in establishing the sport of dragon boat racing in the San
Francisco Bay area. One of Rodger’s most enduring legacies is DragonMax,
the team he coached, and Linda manages. Their daughters, Maxine and
Ruby, grew up in the boats and joined the team competing in champion-
ships around the globe. As the coach, Rodger did much more than critique
paddling technique and plan race strategies—he built a large, diverse,
welcoming, inclusive community.

Rodger was unwavering in his quest for justice, whether as a public
elementary school teacher in Oakland, an activist investor challenging
Apple’s CFO to reinvest in the company, or when standing up to dragon
boat governing boards for fair and equitable standards and practices. He
was passionate about fighting for what he believed in and generous in his
commitment to others. He demonstrated extraordinary dedication in caring
for his family, including his daughters, his late grandparents, Wilfred and
Wilma Garfinkle, and his late brother, Dan Garfinkle, following the loss of
their mother, Suzi.

Rodger is survived by his wife, Linda Lee, his two daughters, Maxine

Northbrae Community Church

AugUSt 7, 2021 and Ruby Garfinkle, his father, Gary Garfinkle, and his sister, Elizabeth
Garfinkle.

Rodger’s Big Day No Sadness

If you are sad for me, then you do not understand me.

In this moment I'm truly happy,
Slideshow with Music ......... Charles Cantero and Thuy Nguyen for all I've had, for all I've done

for all | send forward in the lives I've touched.
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If you are sad for my family, then you do not understand us.
: Our time together can never be taken away.
2 5 n ] U — Ruby Garfinkle : i . 4
Their memories will persist.
Linda Lee Our lives are forever blessed.
“Memories and Moving” ..........cccc....... Lyrics, Composition and If you are sad for my friends, then you do not understand

their reality.
They are the best of people.
My death has brought them closer together in friendship.
TS [ NN - cisivmirinsiiiomminsnisiesinniioss Lyrics by Berman Ng It has given them yet another opportunity to be wonderful.

Performed by Ed Salvador and Ronnie Ong

Performance by Maxine Garfinkle

Sadness is part of life, something we all experience,
something powerful and profound to appreciate.
If you are ever deeply and truly sad, then you do not

Video produced by Astrid Jacobs

ADEIMErs BEaE ravinrmmnsinmmamas Lyrics by Annette Adams understand the beauty of life.
Performed by Annette Adams and Ed Salvador Simply look and you’ll find that beauty and joy are all
around you.
One-liner Open MiC ......cccovvurireerunneenee. You are invited to share

—Rodger Garfinkl
a very brief memory of Rodger odger Garfinkle
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Thank you for being here today to celebrate Rodger’s life.
We also appreciate everyone’s kind and thoughtful sentiments
during this past year. A special thank you to those who made
Please join us for a reception this memorial possible.

in Haver Hall and Parlor Room



